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1" Moses sent them to spy out the Land of Canaan, and he said to them, “Ascend here in

l'fhe. south and climb the mountain. 18 See the Land — how is it? and the people that dwells
init — is it strong or weak? is it few or numerous? 1° And how is the Land in which it dwells —

is it good qr is it bad? And how are the cities in which it dwells — are they open or are they
fortified? An_d how is the land — is it fertile or is it lean? are there trees in it or not? You shall
strengthen yourselves and take from the fruit of the Land.” The days were the season of the
first ripe grapes.

#! They ascended and spied out the Land, from the Wilderness of Zin to the expanse at the
approach to Hamath. 2 They ascended in the south and he arrived at Hebron, where there
were Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the offspring of the giant, Hebron had been built seven
Years before Zoan of Egypt. 2 They arrived at the Valley of Eshcol and cut from there a vine
with one cluster of grapes, and bore it on a double pole, and of the pomegranates and of the

figs. ?* They named that place the Valley of Eshcol because of the cluster that the Children of
Israel cut from there.

5 ) 7‘_&5&;_”>H:"_§>dy

20 paXm nmy. This is a question about the nature of the soil as a source
food and of national prosperity. The question 711 ox X1 mmwn alreads
exhausts the issue of the soil’s fertility; hence, it is difficult to say that the
qQuestion py 73 wn refers to fruit trees. Nor can it be assumed that the

of

term “py” without specification denotes fruit trees. Rather, py n2 wn
means: does the land also contain forests besides fields and orchards? In 3
( forested regions, industry inevitably develops, since other sources of live-
lihood — e.g., agriculture and sheep and cattle breeding — are lacking.
BnPINNY: have the courage to take fruit openly, even though the re*
sult will be that the purpose of your mission will become clear to every-
one, '
8°23¥ 97102 912° BM2%M. At harvest time, it would have been possible
to ascribe the taking of fruit to a different intention. However, it was the

season when the first grapes become ripe; harvest time had not yet ar-
rived.
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Then, Moses asked them to look into the nature of the
people themselves. A country's conditions may be inhos-
pitable, but the people may surmount the difficulties (Gur
Aryeh). He asked, is it good or . . . bad, i.e., does it have a
reliable water supply and good air? Even if it is good, in the
sense that with hard work it can provide a livelihood, is it
fertile enough to produce abundant crops without dispropor-
tionate effort? According to Onkelos, Moses also inquired
whether the Land was rich in the sense that it provided
opportunities for commerce, even though it may not have
been good for farming.

420, Yy na-wy — Are there trees in it? Rashi comments that

Moses’ reference to a tree was an allusion to a tzaddilk, for he
wanted the spies to learn if the Land had a righteous person
in whose merit the inhabitants would be sheltered from
attack.
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20, PXTDX VY 2wy — Does it contain trees [lit. tree] or not? Rashi explair+
that tree has the symbolic meaning of @ worthy man. The merit of such a pe:-
«son, if he existed, might serve to protect the people of Cannan. Upon the returr
of the spies, Joshua and Caleb addressed this issue, saying: nyn ny I, the:
protection [lit. their shadow ] has left them (14:9:). As Rashi explains, They wer
referring to the death of Job, the last worthy man among them (Rashi 14:9

The Midrashim comment that one of the reasons the Canaanite populatic-
failed to notice the spies is that thev were occupied with burying the dead.
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M YD TAYR 7T Xa, He who feared the word of God, etc.
(Shembs 9:20), apx iy 11, This (the God-fearing person) refers to Iyov.
[See also Yerushalmi, Sotah Chapter 5:6.]

There is another opinion, that of Rava, who says, 157 o931 3 aPK,
Iyov lived during the days of the Meraglim [spies] (Bava Basra ibid.).
Now since the Meraglim event occurred at the beginning of the forty
years’ journey in the desert, this opinion would place him approximately
in the same time frame as does the previous opinion, W1 Myn .
According to this opinion, Iyov’s existence is alluded to when Moshe
instructed the Meraglim to investigate Eretz Canaan and find out, among
other things, 1'% X Yy 2 Wi, Are there trees there or not? (Bamidbar
13:10). This_is a strange question to ask about a land which God had
described as “a land flowing with milk and honey.” Therefore, Rava takes
the word eitz as an allusion to Iyov, who lived in the “land of Utz” (Iyov
1:1). And he was asking the Meraglim to find out if Iyov was still alive, w2 |
Y¥3 117 9 A9 YYD MoK YRy 0K K7, whose life s as long as a tree

‘};is high, and who is a protection for his generation, as a tree gives shade.

" What Moshe meant thereby was, if the tzaddik lyov was still alive, his
rightousness and influence may be a protection for the present
inhabitants of the land and may prevent the Jewish people from
conquering it. According to this opinion, the harrative purposely
describes the land where lyov lived as yw yIx — instead of the more
commonly known Aram, or Edom — to allude to the fact that Iyov’s great
righteousness and merit acted as a “protective tree” for the entire region
in which he lived.
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The Gemara in Shabbos (119b) says: “He who prays reciting the verse
‘Vayechulu...” tegarding the completion of the world’s creation with Shabbos
Jbecomes a partner with Hashem in the act of creation; as it says, Vayechu-
Iu... — And Heaven and Earth were completed’ (Bereishis 2:1) — do not
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together [meaning to say that Hashem and man finished it together].”
« This can be explained as referring to the Tzaddik, who nullifies harsh de-
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crees and judgments by clevating them back to their source, thereby sweet-
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How does the Tzaddi% nullify and abolish decrees and draw down bless-
ings? It is all through the holy Torah, to which he is constantly adding new
and novel interpretations, as it is written, “T have given you a path between
these standing ones” (Zechariah 3:7). An angel is called “standing” because
once G-d sends the angel on a specific mission he cannot change it ar all.
However, the complete Tzaddik, with his abundant holiness, can walk
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among the standing ones, the angels, and with his holiness he can take the
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gnission away from these messengers and uplift the task back up to the lofty
ypper world where there is abundant mercy and the decrees are annalled, *

Furthermore, the Zohar states ( Vayikera 113a) that the Torah Shebeal Peh,
the OralNLaw (literally, “Torah which is mastered by the mouth™], is called
“chukim” And why is it called the “Zorah Shebeal Pols It is because the
Tzaddik [who originates these Torah ideas] keeps his mouth holy — he
doesn’t speak needlessly nor does he waste even a single word, Heaven for-
bid. Thus he is $baizl peh” — he is master over his mouth. He only says holy
words, originating new Torah ideas with his holy mouth. Therefore his To-
rah is called the Zorah Shebeal Peh — the Torah of the master of the mouth. *
"Thus, our original verse, “If you follow My laws [chukim]” [literally, “if you
‘wall’ in holy chukim”] implies, as we said, that you shall walk among the
“standing ones” with the original Torah insights called “chukim.” This is in
accordance with Rashi’s interpretation that it is talking about the Torah. *

“And if you observe My comntandments and perform them” — this
means: that which I created and commanded the world with the attribute of
strict justice to do them, change them; transform them from strict justice
inte mercy. *
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Now we can explain the verse “And the servant took ten camels.” I refers
to the Tzaddik, the faithful servant, who draws down the divine blessings for
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Israel, as mentioned above, He “takes ten camels [D],” meaning thar all his

SW TIRD X3 ORI WP 9Yea9

deeds and services and acts of loving-kindness which are called o™om b,
which has the same grammatical roor as ), “camel,” he makes all these holy,

which is hinted at by the number 10, These are the “ten camels from

his master’s camels” — for he cleaves to the traits of the Master of the world,
as the Sages teach, “Cleave and attach yourself to the traits of Hashem: just
as He is merciful, so too you should be merciful” (Shabbos 133b).
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hands of the Tzaddik, His faithful servant,
ings and goodness to the Jewish people.
¢ “He got up and went on to Aram

2‘ this refers to the fact that Hashem places all

nto th
so that he can draw down bless-

Naharayim” — this hints at the idea
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that with his holiness the Tzaddik can

at wi also transform all low, base physical
things into grear spiritual lights. o

thus alludes to mwpn, “cheating,” and
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Sl’m‘g comes from the same word as N, “lights” [in Aramaic
ig t."]. >
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she-donkeys; and he had a great many business enter-
prises. This man was greater than all of the people of
the East. *And his sons would go and make a feast at

each one’s house, each on his set day, and they
would call their three sisters to eat and drink with them.

_35 R Sdwdb

5. lyov feared that in all of their revelry and lightheadedness, his children might

2%

have concelved of some apostatic thoughts, or done other aveiros. Our Chacha- —

i erived from here the voluntary minhag of the three days of in-
:?;Z;;aﬁ\;en :nd fasting known as 2/ "wmn v, Monday, Thu.rsc.lay, and Monday.
after the holidays of Pesach and Succos, to atone for the possllbh.ty of having dgne
some aveirah on these days when there is much eathg. drinking, and physical
enjoyment (see Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 492, Mishnah Berurah).
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» — “With [the letter] n He [God] created them.”* This world

was patterned according to the spiritual reality expressed by

[ the letter n, a reality tersely described by the Sages in the
heading of this section.

The letter n, in the script used for writing sacred texts, is

formed by combining two other letters, 7 and >, with the »

furned upside down and placed inside the 7. These two letters

2

by their shapes represent the respective realities of physical-
ity and spirituality. A » symbolizes the idea of a point, a thing
Mwhiéh has neither length nor breadth, which exists only as
& an idea in the mind. Spirituality, too, has no physical dimen-
sions, and_cannot be perceived by the senses. It can ont
apprehended by the mind. Therefore its best representation is a
geometric point, or a letter », which consists essentially of a
( point qf ink. Jhe let.te_rzj_kop_ the other lr}apd_znggr_}sists_; of two
*.\5 spreading perpendicular lines, symbolizing the axes of a

(

reality of the physical world.

}(‘ p is a_combination of 1 and >, representing the idea of
spirituality () entering into physicality (7). The purpose of
creation is to imbue the material world with the sanctity of
the Divine. To fulfil this purpose, the Torah — the blueprint
for a spiritual life — was specifically given to human beings,
who were created to live in a material world, and not to
angels.’ It was given to inhabitants of a three-dimensional

~J physical world, possessed of animalistic instincts and drives,

and it commanded them to use their free choice to develop,

in_spite of their physical limitations, a sense of closeness to

the Divine. Because the purpose of creation was that there

be a world where the spiritual > meets and enlightens the
material 7, the world was “created with a n.”

The significance of n extends further, to every detail of its

;- B

m—— H

19.3 THE RECTIFICATION OF THE WORLD

The shape of n tells the story of human history. As we
have seen, the world was made to be a tool with which
mankind might achieve its goal: complete closeness to God
within a material setting. Man needed a place where the

Xphysical could become totally pervaded by the spiritual, and
. 50 with n as its design the world was created.

But Adam sinned, choosing to reject God’s will and to
follow his own instead. The world became invested with
impurities which blocked him from full contact with the Divine.
_Expulsion from the Garden of Eden was the way God chose
to force man to eradicate the evil with which he had filled
the world. If he removed that evil and chose to follow God’s
will rather than his own, he would be allowed back into
Eden.

¢ Lt was to be a difficult climb back into the Garden. Man
would have to reject an evil which was now part of him; he
would have to seek a new entrance to the n-shaped world
and squeeze his way back into his lost domain.
-Twenty generations after the Expulsion, Avraham took
up the challenge of returning man to Eden, of living accord-

,_geometric plane, length and breadth. Thus 7 represents the)

ing to the values for which man was created. Jewish ﬁst@ii;y, )

which is the story of Avraham’s descendants, is the account

of how this nation moved mankind towards its ultimate goal.

% Each era of Jewish history represents a test for the Jewish

people in the abolition of another element of the evil which has
become part of man’s nature. These tests have often been ex-
tremely difficult; at times the Jewish people were successful and
sometimes they failed. When they failed, the only solution has
been for the Jews to be placed in a situation where they would
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shape. The Sages explain that the wide opening at its bottom
teaches a lesson about sin. Although the world was in fact
created to be use orship God, man has the free choice

tq disregard thi . pumg§q and, instead, to use it to worship

lIs himself with spiritual impurities which make contact
with God impossible for him.” If the world of n is a world of
"contact with the spiritual, then illicit use of the world driyes
‘man out of it.

akThe wide, unobstructed opening of the n is meant to
‘sHow how easy it is for man to leave his world. The world is

likea portico of three walls with the fourth side wide open

--for all to leave by. Most significantly, in this case the exit is at
the bottom; man need only give in to his natural gravity and
he will be drawn down and out.
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" be forced to make an even greater effort, so that they might
finally succeed. For once one has fallen out of the bottom open-
ing of the n, far greater spiritual effort is needed to rise up to the
aperture at the top in order to climb back in. The Jews would
undergo suffering, exile, and dispersion until they finally eradi-
cated the particular evil which it was incumbent upon them to
overcome in that particular era.

The cumulative effect of all these tests_will move the;
world towards the elimination of evil from man’s mentality
and his society. This will sufficiently weaken the power of .
evil in the world to enable mankind to recognize its Creator
as King. And this will usher in the Era of the Mashiach, the
great return to the Garden of Eden.




